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General Background The national education system prioritizes character
education to address moral decline and revive positive national values. Specific
Background Developing responsibility in young learners requires structured
educational environments that promote autonomy, discipline, and social awareness
rather than merely focusing on academic achievements. Knowledge Gap Despite
widespread implementation of character education, current research lacks
systematic mapping on how targeted teaching models specifically cultivate the core
value of accountability. Aims This conceptual review investigates how structured
teaching approaches, particularly Project Based Learning, nurture responsible
traits among young learners. Results Findings demonstrate that Project Based
Learning successfully integrates cognitive, emotional, and behavioral elements by
requiring learners to manage tasks, collaborate, and solve contextual problems,
thereby internalizing accountability organically. Novelty This study provides a
refined conceptual mapping that connects theoretical perspectives with empirical
evidence, proving that accountability grows through structured classroom
experiences rather than isolated moral instruction. Implications Educational
institutions must implement strategic planning, empower educators as active
facilitators, establish clear institutional policies, and collaborate with parents to
systematically build a highly accountable future generation.

Highlights
. Collaborative problem solving naturally builds accountability and self discipline among young learners.

. Integrating cognitive and emotional engagement shifts character education from theoretical instruction
to practical application.

. Active educator facilitation and strong parental partnerships are essential for sustainable moral
development.
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INTRODUCTION

Revising the curriculum in the national education
system to focus more on tangible character education is one of
the steps that can be immediately taken to address the current
situation of Indonesia, which is marked by increasing criminal
acts, a decline in nationalism, the emergence of racism, a
decrease in interfaith tolerance, and the loss of religious values
in society. It is hoped that this will revive the cultural values
of the nation that have faded in society. The purpose of the
National Education System Law (Sisdiknas) of 2003 is to
ensure that education not only produces intelligent individuals
but also those with good personalities or character. Thus, it is
hoped that a generation will emerge that not only possesses
broad knowledge but also develops with positive moral
character, noble national values, and a good religious life.
Responsibility is one of the character values thought to be
crucial for implementation in elementary school. Is an effort
to achieve a fair, secure, and prosperous national life,
character education seeks to cultivate good morals ancharacter
in students as the country’s future generation, according to
Ratri & Atmojo (2024). A person’s attitude and actions in
fulfilling their responsibilities with complete awareness
toward themselves, society, the environment (nature, society,
and culture), the state, and God Almighty are referred to as
responsibility.

One of the most important tools for developing
students’ sense of responsibility is effective learning.
Character development is significantly impacted by the
implementation of class agreements. Through agreements
designed together, students, teachers, and other educators feel
a sense of responsibility to uphold the commitments that have
been agreed upon (Wahyuni et al., 2024). In addition to
fostering a secure and supportive learning environment, this
process raises students’ awareness of the significance of moral
principles. Students’ internal motivation drives disciplined
behavior as a result of this habit, which makes them content
and at ease adhering to the rules. As a result, class agreements
serve as a useful teaching tool for fostering good character in
students. The Project Based Learning (PBL) model has been
shown to be successful in enhancing students’ social attitudes,
according to Wijaya et al. (2024). Positive changes in social
attitudes, including tolerance, cooperation, honesty, emphaty,
respect for others, civility, discipline, confidence, mutual aid,
and responsibility, are demonstrated by students throughout
the learning process. This development is directly to the
advice given by educators who have successfully applied the
PBL approach in a way that fosters the development of the
intended social attitudes. As a result, the PBL model is a
successful teaching strategy for fostering social attitudes in
classrooms.

However, the implementation of character education
in schools still faces various challenges. One of the challenges
is the limitations in the learning strategies that are applied.
Many of the methods used are still ineffective in building
students' character comprehensively and often fail to integrate
character values into every learning activity. Additionally,
another challenge is the lack of active involvement from

educators in the character education process. In schools, many
educators have not fully understood the importance of their
role in shaping students' character and are more focused on
academic achievements. As a result, the teaching and learning
process does not fully incorporate character education.
Therefore, in order for character education to be successfully
applied in students’ everyday lives, changes in the educational
approach in schools are required, including raising educators’
awareness of and participation in instilling character values in
students.

Currently, most research is oriented toward general
aspects of character education and to the best of the author’s
knowledge there is little that explains how responsibility as a
specific character value can be developed by means of
measurable teaching strategies.

This article fills this gap by presenting a conceptual
mapping that integrates theoretical perspectives and recent
empirical findings to construct a more systematic
understanding of how learning approaches particularly Project
Based Learning can nurture the character of responsibility in
elementary school students. This conceptual refinement offers
a novel contribution compared to previous literature.

Hence, this research aims to examine the concept of
fostering students' responsibility in elementary schools through
the models or learning approaches applied within the school
environment.

METHODS

The research method employed in this study is
conceptuual analysis. This approach focuses on examining,
synthesizing, and interpreting theoretical perspectives and
empirical findings relevant to the development of the character
of responsibility in elementary school students. Conceptual
analysis involves constructing a conceptual framework that
illustrates the relationships among key concepts associated
with the research topic.

The review process tried to be really methodical, with
some clear steps to keep things rigorous. We looked for
literature by searching in places like Google Scholar, ERIC,
and Scopus, using a pretty structured approach. Keywords that
came up were things like character education, responsibility for
elementary school kids, different learning approaches, and
specifically Project Based Learning. It seems like that covered
the basics without missing too much. We stuck to articles from
2019 to 2024, mostly to grab the more current ideas and
developments that feel relevant now. Sometimes older stuff
might work, but this keeps it focused, i guess. That part is
straightforward, though the exact cutoff could vary a bit.

Next we used some inclusion rules to pick out the
sources that fit. Basically they had to talk about character
education, or at least focus on responsibility as one of those
values. And it needed to be in elementary school settings, you
know, with Kkids that age. Also the studies looked at learning
methods that help build character in some way. The ones we
skipped were those that did not really zero in on responsibility,
or if they were just not connected to how learning works at all.
It seems like that helped narrow it down a lot. Some might have
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been close but not quite there.

After picking out the sources, i went through them to
spot the main ideas, like patterns and how stuff links up. That
part took a while. The framework for this study pulls in bits
from research and whats going on in education these days. It
seems to help tie things together better. I think looking at
learning methods, especially project based learning, shows
how they can shape responsibility in elementary kids. Not
everything is clear cut, but its a start toward understanding
that.

In order to create a structured framework for
explaining how learning leads to the development of
responsible character, this conceptual analysis synthesizes
theoretical and empirical literature.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

Character, as part of one’s personality, reflects all
aspects of an individual, including mentality, attitudes, and
behavior. The word "“character” comes from the Greek word
"charassein,” which means to carve or draw, similar to
painting or sculpting. From this definition, character is
understood as a mark or distinctive feature that reflects an
individual's behavioral pattern and moral state. Character
consists of values ingrained within oneself and manifested in
behavior, encompassing the value system that underlies
thoughts, attitudes, and actions. Meanwhile, ethics is related
to the science of behavior, which teaches about the virtues of
the soul and how to cleanse a dirty soul. Overall, character is
a stable personal trait and forms the basis of behavior that
aligns with high values and norms in everyday life. According
to Pane et al. (2024), character is an action or deed performed
by someone, which can be seen from the results of their
actions. If these actions result in goodness, the person's
character is considered good. On the other hand, if these
actions do not result in good outcomes, the person is
considered to have bad character. Character can be understood
as the core values that shape an individual’s personality,
formed both by genetic factors and environmental influences,
distinguishing them from others, and reflected in their
attitudes and daily behavior.

Character, as part of one's personality that reflects
attitudes, behavior, and values within a person, is crucial to
understanding how it can be shaped and developed,
particularly in an educational context. Character education
becomes highly relevant because through education, good
values can be taught, applied, and practiced in daily life.
Character education is an effort made to shape students'
character. This education supports students' social, emotional,
and ethical development. In short, character education can be
defined as all forms of efforts aimed at influencing the
formation of students' character. Lickona (1991) states that
character education is a deliberate effort to help someone
understand, appreciate, and practice fundamental ethical
values. In the context of education, character education is an
intentional endeavor to mold students into people who, in line
with the graduation competency standards (SKL), have noble
character and positive traits that they can use in their daily
lives (Ardi & Saputra, 2024).

However, theoretical definitions

alone are

insufficient to  comprehend  character, particularly
responsibility, as a value that needs to be internalized. The
development of responsible character is a result of ongoing
interactions between knowledge emotional engagement, and
behavioral practice rather than something that happens
automatically through instruction. As a result, character
education needs to be seen as a learning process that gives
students real world chances to practice responsible behavior in
addition to moral instruction. This changes the emphasis from
just knowing values to esperiencing and putting them into
practice, which is crucial for elementary school pupils to
internalize responsibility.

The goal of character education is to develop people
who are morally upright and intellectually gifted. The purpose
of character education, according to Rozi et al. (2024), is to
develop people with moral and ethical principles so they can
lead honorable lives. This objective is accomplished in the
context of elementary education through a variety of initiatives
to inculcate virtues like integrity, accountability, and empathy
in pupils. As the cornerstone for forming good character,
character education focuses on cultivating fundamental
character values (behavior and morality). The purpose of
character education is to help students and all members of the
learning community recognize what is considered “good,"
evaluate it, and act based on that goodness. As individual
character grows, their understanding of these values will
deepen, their commitment to living according to these values
will strengthen, and their tendency to act in accordance with
these values will become more profound. The values that form
character include religiosity, honesty, tolerance, discipline,
hard work, creativity, independence, democratic attitudes,
curiosity, nationalism, love for the country, respect for
achievement, social communication skills, love for peace,
interest in reading, environmental awareness, social concern,
and responsibility. According to Mislikhah (2021), instilling
character values in children refers to 18 character values
derived from religion, culture, and national education goals: (1)
religious, (2) honest, (3) tolerant, (4) disciplined, (5) hard-
working, (6) creative, (7) independent, (8) democratic, (9)
curious, (10) patriotic, (11) love for the country, (12) respect
for achievement, (13) friendly/communicative, (14) peace-
loving, (15) fond of reading, (16) environmental awareness,
(17) social concern, and (18) responsibility. Top of Form

One of the values that character education imparts is
responsibility. In order to develop into people who are
compassionate and accountable for their behavior at school and
in daily life, this value aids students in understanding their
roles, both socially and personally. Character education aims
to equip students to be responsible members of society.
Students are expected to understand their roles in constructing
the country as members of the next generation. Students who
receive effective character education are better able to
comprehend national values like love for the country, social
responsibility, and cooperation. Students are expected to grow
into people who care about the common good in addition to
their own interests by being instilled with these values. These
objectives become more achievable when learning approaches
directly engage students in responsibility oriented activities.
Responsibility emerges when students are encouraged to take
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ownership, make decisions, complete tasks, collaborate, and
reflect on the consequences of their actions. Thus, the
internalization of responsibility is closely linked to how the
learning environment is structured to support autonomy,
accountability, and reflection.

Responsibility in learning is a process in which an
individual actively engages, using all their senses to interact
with the learning object and environment through education at
school (Ansori et al., 2021). This process leads to behavioral
changes, such as increased knowledge, ways of thinking,
skills, attitudes, values, and readiness to accept the
consequences of learning activities with full awareness,
willingness, ownership, and discipline, with the aim of
mastering the content of knowledge.

When students truly grasp the meaning of
responsibility, they’re far better equipped to tackle learning
challenges head on. It’s not just about finishing assignments
it’s about building disciplined, proactive habits that drive
academic success. This mindset opens doors to teaching
methods that go beyond grades, nurturing strong character
traits like reliability and initiative in students.

In this setting, Project Based Learning (PjBL) offers
a practical way to build responsible character traits. Every step
from spotting the problem, planning ahead, dividing tasks,
collaborating with teammates, creating the final product,
toreflecting on it all forces students to step up and act
responsibly. These built in duties help them manage their own
behavior, hash out roles in a group, push through tough spots,
and honestly assess how they did. Ultimately, responsibility
isn’t just a goal of PjBL it’s woven right into the heart of the
learning process.

Project Based Learning (PjBL) does more than just
teach students to cract problems or whip up products it also
builds key character strengths like responsibility,
perseverance, tolerance, democracy, and independence
(Astuti et al., 2022). Every stage gives students a chance to
grow these traits in real life scenarios that hit close to home.
In the end, PjBL shifts the focus from pure academic wins to
well rounded personal growth.

So, the link between character education and PjBL
really works like an integrated system where hands on
learning experiences become the main engine driving real
character growth. This demonstrates that responsible character
in elementary school students is formed through the
interaction  of  cognitive  understanding,  emotional
commitment, and behavioural engagement elements that are
naturally embedded within PjBL activities. This conceptual
synthesis strengthens the understanding that responsibility is
not taught separately but grows organically through
structured, meaningful learning experiences.

PjBL-based learning begins with a contextual
problem that students must find answers and solutions to.
When students push to solve these kinds of problems, they
show real responsibility in action. That mindset keeps them
from throwing in the towel too soon and fuels their drive to
overcome hurdles. That’s why PjBL based learning is such a
powerful way to build and sharpen students’ sense of
responsibility. Through teamwork, project management, and
tackling tough spots, they learn to own their roles, value

others’ input, and keep pushing to get better. .PJBL prepares
students for social and professional life in the future. Top of
FormBottom of Form

CONCLUSIONS

Responsibility is a fundamental character trait that
must be developed from an early age, as it helps shape students
into disciplined, independent individuals who can effectively
manage their tasks. Effective learning approaches, such as
Project-Based Learning (PjBL), play an important role in
fostering students' responsibility. This approach sparks active
involvement, sharp problem solving, and solid self discipline
all cornerstones of building strong character. Teachers play a
pivotal role too, stepping in as facilitators and living examples
to really embed responsibility in students, their guidance in
steering kids toward accountable habits can’t be overstated.
Ultimately, nurturing responsibility in elementary students is a
layered process that calls for smart teaching strategies, hand on
teacher commitment, and tight teamwork among everyone in
the education ecosystem. By rising to these challenges with
proven classroom methods, schools can mold a generation
that’s responsible, principled, and tuned into social good
making a real difference in the world.

To back this up even more solidly, let’s beef up the
conclusion with concrete, hands on steps. True growth in
responsibility happens through every day, structured practices
at school. Here are some practical moves, weave responsibility
checkpoints right into daily lessons, boost teachers’ skills in
rolling out PjBL, set firm school wide standards that stick, and
loop in parents to echo these values back at home. These steps
ensure that the formation of responsible character is
systematic, measurable, and sustainable.
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TABEL 1 /Labor Reqgulations Subjects

Labor agreement (Article Labor relationship (Article Industrial relationship Industrial relation of

1/14 Act 13/2003) 1/15 Act 13/2003) (Article 1/15 Act 13/2003) dispute (Article 1/15 Act
13/2003 jo. Article 56 Act

1. Worker 1. Entrepreneur No. 2/2004)

2. Entrepreneur 2. Worker 1. Entrepreneur-worker

3. Employer 3. The government 2. Entrepreneurs- workers

4. Entrepreneur 5. Worker 3. Entrepreneur- trade union
4. Entrepreneurs-trade
5. uniontrade union-trade

union
Pedagogia: Jurnal Pendidikan / pedagogia.umsida.ac.id / August 2026 [ Volume 15 [ Issue 2

455



Cultivating Student Responsibility Through Project Based Learning In

Rina Dwi M ti
ina Dwi Maryannti Elementarv Schools

Pedagogia: Jurnal Pendidikan / pedagogia.umsida.ac.id / August 2026 [ Volume 15 [ Issue 2
456



