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Instruksional pada Guru dalam Studi Sosial di

Sekolah Dasar Jordan

Mohammad Abed-Latif Mohammad Smadi*, Abdul Halim Mohammad, Faizahani Ab
Rahman

School of Education and Modern Languages, University Utara Malaysia, Malaysia

The purpose of this paper is to identify the importance of using Instructional Technology
(IT) in teaching social studies in elementary schools in Jordan. This paper explores the
obstacles faced by female teachers in teaching social lessons in classrooms in Jordan.
Lack of competence to apply technology to teach social lessons in class. is a problem
that occurs among female teachers in Jordan. Those with little experience find it difficult
to apply because of the unavailability of equipment. the results of the discussion of this
paper can teach teachers to integrate technology into the education system, integrate IT
into classrooms and integrate IT in teaching social studies in Jordan elementary schools
to improve the performance of female social studies teachers.
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Tujuan dari makalah ini adalah untuk mengidentifikasi pentingnya menggunakan
Teknologi Instruksional (Tl) dalam mengajar studi sosial di sekolah dasar di Yorda-
nia. Makalah ini mengeksplorasi hambatan yang dihadapi oleh guru perempuan dalam
mengajar pelajaran sosial di ruang kelas di Yordania. Kurangnya kompetensi untuk men-
erapkan teknologi untuk mengajarkan pelajaran sosial di kelas. adalah masalah yang
terjadi di kalangan guru wanita di Yordania. Mereka yang memiliki sedikit pengalaman
merasa sulit untuk menerapkan karena tidak tersedianya peralatan. hasil pembahasan
makalah ini dapat mengajarkan guru untuk mengintegrasikan teknologi ke dalam sistem
pendidikan, mengintegrasikan Tl ke dalam ruang kelas dan mengintegrasikan Tl dalam
pengajaran IPS di sekolah dasar Yordania untuk meningkatkan kinerja guru IPS.

Keywords: Hambatan, Guru Perempuan, Teknologi Instruksional, Penelitian sosial, Sekolah Dasar
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INTRODUCTION

The educational system in Jordan has three stages of which two
years for pre-school education, ten years for basic education
and another two years for either secondary academic or sec-
ondary vocational schools. In the recent years, the estimated
percentage of enrolment of learners in Jordan has achieved over
95% as compared with only 47% in past. Free education for pri-
mary and secondary school students is practiced in Jordan and
is made compulsory to all the children until they are fifteen year
old. This is so because of the high illiteracy level of 9.8%.

The primary educational programme in Jordan consists of
pre-school education, basic education (primary schools) and
either secondary academic or vocational schools for 2, 10, 2
years respectively. The primary schools consist of ten grades
from first grade to ten grade. Primary students are expected
to study social studies after six grade for five years, here after
which they can proceed to secondary schools. However, social
studies is a subject offered at all levels of education and it is
categorised into three components: Geography, history and
civic/moral education. Social studies is taught using traditional
methods (without Instructional Technology (IT) despite the
advocacy for integrated tecnology all over the world. Due to
the poor economy of Jordan, there are not enough IT infras-
tructures and facilities in schools.

Recently, Jordanian government introduced IT integration
into the education system from elementary school to higher
institutions. Primary school female teachers still find it difficult
to use IT in classrooms several reasons such as lack of tech-
nological tools and insufficient training about integrating IT
in classrooms. The lack of knowledge among female teachers
on how to use technology is because there is no opportunity
for training on how to use the facilies in schools. Most teach-
ers do not have enough money and they cannot afford to buy
computers for their personal uses. Morever, there is no regular
access to the Internet. Therefore, teachers stick to their tradi-
tional approaches to teaching which do not benefit the learn-
ers.

In the past two decades, the acceleration of change in tech-
nology spread globally and it has become the driving force
behind the development of the country’s economic growth and
success. The integration of IT in Jordanian primary schools is
a significant pattern in the recent system of education Tsai and
Chai (2012). The development in IT has greatly influenced the
entire aspects of life including education. Furthermore, there
is no negative effect of the use of IT in education. In the past
few years, there have been changes in the use of IT tools, teach-
ing strategies as well as teaching and learning materials Hey-
beri (2013). Karadeniz and Vatanartiran (2015) state that it is
important to create a teaching culture where teachers can inte-
grate IT in social studies classrooms. Therefore, it is essential
for teachers to harmonies IT into the social studies curriculum
in order to achieve the required goals for successful uses of IT.

Harmonising IT into classroom teachings cannot be under-
estimated as it has become very important in preparing our

learners for the future generation and IT-rich environment.
Researchers like Abu-Rmaileh and Hamdan (2006) and Al-
Mujaini (2006) found that integration of IT into classrooms
by female teachers helped to encourage pupils’ active partic-
ipation in classrooms. In addition, the teaching and learning
processes with IT can help achieve the learning outcomes of
schools. Furthermore, the harmonisation of IT into teaching
is considered a major factor in enhancing the teaching effec-
tiveness in the future. Therefore, female teacher’s action toward
the use of IT in imparting knowledge in the primary school is a
major concern Al-Ghazo (2008). Subsequently, female teachers
need to be adequately trained on how to integrate IT success-
fully into the curriculum of social studies. In addition, based
on their research, Roblyer and Doering (2012) state that the
integration of IT into the teaching and process begins by, first,
identifying the educational needs and problems in classroom
environment. Moreover, such process demands that appropri-
ate IT tools and effective methods to be considered before
implementing IT tools in schools.

According to Cener et al. (2015) , the harmonization of IT
in teaching social studies has a positive impact on the student
achievements. However, the teachers must be able to integrate
IT properly while teaching social studies. They also believe
in the female teachers’ effectiveness in integrating IT into the
teaching social studies. In addition, IT can also improve stu-
dents’ abilities in expressing themselves meaningfully in social
studies if they are trained to integrate IT successfully into
their classroom activities. In other words, female teachers of
social studies are responsible for impacting the required skills,
knowledge and values necessary to help pupils become use-
ful citizens. National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS)
encourages social studies teachers to implement IT integra-
tion that can enhance activities in the classrooms Kemp et al.
(2014). Roblyer and Doering (2012) recommend that the inte-
gration of IT helps to enliven and improve the female teachers’
experiences in teaching social studies effectively and efficiently.
Besides, it can facilitate students’ critical thinking and rea-
soning skills, brainstorming for problem-solving and decision-
making skills.

In line with the rapid advancement of IT around the world,
developing countries such as Jordan start integrating IT into
teaching in classrooms Ahmed (2016). Despite facing financial
problems, the Jordanian government is committed to encour-
aging IT to be used as a priority in schools Al-Ziyodi (2012)
; Riasati et al. (2012) ; Bataineh and Anderson (2015) . There-
fore, the development of IT integration has imposed significant
pressures on Jordanian teachers, particularly the female teach-
ers to adopt and adapt traditional as well as modern teaching
approaches with newly emerging IT in Jordanian schools Ageel
and Woollard (2012); Eristi et al. (2012) . Furthermore, the Jor-
danian Ministry of Education [JMOE] has stipulated that all
teachers are required to integrate I'T in order to acquire knowl-
edge, teaching strategies and skills. Thus, it enables them to
function well with the new trends in their areas of special-
izations and apply IT integration into teaching all subjects in
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schools.

Contrarily, there are numerous problems faced by female
teachers in their attempts to implement IT into their sub-
ject teaching Almekhlafi and Almeqdadi (2010). Among the
barriers of IT integration are: lack of confidence, lack of
time, lack of resources, lack of training opportunities, lack
of knowledge about IT integration and resistance to change
by teachers Bingimlas (2009) ; Alhashem and Al-jafar (2015)
; Mohamadkhani et al. (2013) . The levels of education and
experiences by female teachers can as well affect the implemen-
tation of integrated technology into the institutions which led
to limited use of integrated technology in Jordan.

Therefore, this paper intends to advocate for IT integration
into primary schools especially social studies that educate stu-
dents or learners to appreciate their culture and the culture of
others, History, Geography and civic education. It is hoped that
by moving away from traditional approaches to contemporary
methods of teaching that combines IT integration, Jordan can
help its citizens to be digital citizens in the twenty-first century
who can compete with other citizens of other nations. Unfor-
tunately, teachers, particularly female teachers still teach using
traditional methods at all levels of education. This is a serious
concern for policy makers, educators and the government of
Jordan. The authors of this paper wish to see what can be done
to encourage female teachers of social studies to embrace IT
integration for the benefits of their learners. Thus, the IT inte-
gration can prepare students as future employees to work com-
fortably in ICT-rich environment or workplace. These students
can certainly contribute to the development of Jordan.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The Integration Of Instructional Technology

In Jordan

The Hashemite kingdom of Jordan (see Figure 1) is a nation
with Muslims as a majority group and Christians as a group of
minority. The nation is surrounded by countries such as Syria,
Iraq, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Israel and Palestine.

[Figure 1 about here.]

There is a constant political tension in Jordan. This has
negative effects on socio-political orientation in the past fifty
years. However, the education system is going through con-
stant and progressive change Bataineh and Anderson (2015).
IT is becoming increasingly necessary in different aspects
of the nation’s daily lives and education sectors. According
to Omwenga and I (2006) , educational systems around the
world are incorporating IT into teaching approaches. Further-
more, IT is deemed to enhance and equip students with knowl-
edge and skills required for the 21st century.

Bakri (2013) shows that IT is commonly used in educa-
tion and training. Currently, there is an agreement that the
provision of adequate training courses to female teachers can

help develop the knowledge and skills of IT integration in
schools. In the same vein, Jordanian government has realised
the importance of IT in enhancing teaching and learning effec-
tiveness. Besides, there have been reforms in IT education in
private and public schools Abu-Samaha and Samad (2007)
. Forceful measures and initiatives have been taken towards
female teachers to encourage them to adopt IT integration.
Moreover, Internet training awareness is also important to be
instilled among female teachers. JMoE also regularly tries to
educate all teachers about the importance of computer literacy
and to make IT as a priority to be used in elementary schools.

There is an increasing interest in IT integration for admin-
istrative and educational purposes in primary schools to insti-
tutions of higher learning. The policies and regulations of
higher education encourage faculty members to integrate IT
into their administrative practices Gasaymeh et al. (2017). Sev-
eral studies have indicated that integrating IT into the curricu-
lum can help female teachers and instructors to overcome chal-
lenges they are facing while teaching in their classrooms Duran
et al. (2012) ; Hur and Suh (2012) ; Ciampa and Gallagher
(2013) ; Liu et al. (2015) ; Machado and Chung (2015). Signif-
icantly, most of the nations’ cities and rural schools have wit-
nessed great practice of supplementing the IT hardware in line
with the educational process in the recent years Al-Maagbeh
(2015) .

The implementation of IT integration in schools is an effort
to enhance the quality of female teachers” teaching and learn-
ing efforts towards improving students’ achievement and per-
formances Qablan et al. (2009) . Based on their study of mixed
method with interview and the use of questionnaire for 60 male
and female teachers, Almekhlafi and Almeqdadi (2010) found
that there was progress recorded when harmonizing IT integra-
tion by female teachers. In the same light, findings of previous
studies in the developed and developing countries show that
confidence was a vital element in increasing and boosting the
effectiveness of IT in primary schools.

Al-Ziyodi (2012) in his studies indicates that Jordanian
female teachers were facing some difficulties in managing IT
for educational purposes. In addition, researchers also suggest
that there is a low use and implementation of IT by female Jor-
danian teachers. Qablan et al. (2009) in their studies to assess
use of IT in teaching involved several interviews and observa-
tions with a group of students, in-service teachers, computer
lab supervisors and schools principals. The findings reveal that
the participants used IT creatively in teaching science subjects.
However, despite political pressure to increase IT integration
into teaching and learning, there have been a lack of techno-
logical tools and facilities, fiscal school supports as well as the
community.

The JMoE has a priority which focuses on three aspects:
female teachers in Jordanian schools, research on IT integra-
tion across curriculum and school levels. Al-Zaidiyeen et al.
(2010) in their IT research suggest that the IT integration
among female Jordanian teachers is very low. In another study
by Hani (2014) , he reveals that the most significant barriers in
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IT integration are technical problems, inadequate number of
computers, high cost, more time needed, and more opportuni-
ties for teachers’ training programmes. However, in a research
carried out by Al-Hamran and Ajlouni (2009) on the status
of IT integration in schools, they disclose some obstacles in
implementing IT integration into schools. The obstacles found
are crowded classrooms, lack of the Internet facilities, weakness
in the use of English and the ineflicient handling of technolog-
ical tools.

In a study on the role of IT integration in Jordan, Al-Ziyodi
(2012) found that IT integration was effective. Al-Ziyodi’s
projects were related to Education Reform for schools’ stu-
dents and female teachers in Jordan. Furthermore, the study
was aimed at measuring the role of IT in developing skills. The
findings show that the role of IT on the skills of the Jorda-
nian public schools’ students was high. The results indicate that
there Knowledge Economy (ERfKE) where he researched the
IT integration in public was statistically significant difference
in the role of IT in students’ lives and skills.

The above research is in favor of the female teachers and
students. In the light of the results, there is necessary to
enhance the capabilities of the Jordanian scohols in terms of
infrastructure in IT. Moreover, it is also necessary to raise the
IT awareness and advantages in developing students’ knowl-
edge, attitude and skills related to IT integration.

Integration Of Instructional Technology

Into Teaching

Based on a lot research, IT integration plays an important role
in maximizing learning of subjects. IT integration into class-
room activities is considered vital in education Mishra and
Koehler (2006). According to Cauley, Cauley et al. (2009), IT
integration is more than simply using a device to perform
an action with. Inan and Lowther (2010) mention that IT is
undoubtedly a complicated issue. The difficulty is generated
from the fact that it is new and difficult to understand what
IT entails.

The term TIT’ is defined in different ways by various
researchers. According to Bandyopadhyay (2013) , IT com-
prises technology for teaching and for administrative purposes
as well as the teachers’ engagements. It is also argued that when
IT is fully integrated in schools, students can improve and suc-
ceed in their learning effectively. Therefore, IT needs to be
a core aspect of basic education in many countries in order
to produce digital learners. Furthermore, IT serves as a valu-
able tool that can certainly enhance the quality of teaching and
learning in school curricula.

The adoption of IT is a powerful way to contribute to
changes in education. According to Wright and Wilson (2005),
there is an agreement that International Society for Technology
in Education (ISTE) and National Council for Accreditation
of Teacher Education (NCATE) support the implementation
and practices of IT through National Instructional Technology
Standards (NETS). The utilization of IT in classroom teach-

ing is documented and supported by the organisations above.
Over the two decades, the advancement in information and
communication technology have encouraged countries around
the globe to adopt IT equipment for teaching Albugami and
Ahmed (2015). Therefore, teachers are expected to apply IT in
the classrooms teaching Buabeng-Andoh (2012) . According
to Ageel and Woollard (2012), IT provides guidance and assis-
tance for teachers to take the opportunity by using different
methods that can enhance teaching and learning. Al-Madani
and Allafiajiy (2014) posit that teachers and learners should use
several communication devices in and outside their schools.
Teachers should prepare lessons, develop the skills and knowl-
edge for administration in order to increase students’ perfor-
mance Almaghlouth (2008).

Kaufman (2014) states that motivation to learn and use IT
in K-12 settings. Anderson et al. (2011) found that IT integra-
tion for self-efficacy is a predictor. In support of this, Baytak
etal. (2011) also noticed that IT integration has some effects on
students’ academic achievement. The outcomes show that there
was an improvement in students’ learning and performance. IT
has improved students’ interests in learning and make teaching
of subjects more enjoyable and joyful. It cannot be denied that
students’ motivation, learning, engagement and social interac-
tion can be influenced by integrating IT into their classrooms.

Mumcu and Usluel (2010) examined the use of IT among
Turkish school educators. It was revealed that teachers used
integrated technology most frequently for administration and
less of it for teaching and learning purposes. Another study
by Kemp et al. (2014) states that technology tools like com-
puters and the Internet can increase the benefits on students
and teachers by making their classes effective and managing
the skills online. In addition, Abuseileek and Saaleek (2012)
argue that IT can facilitate learning and improve learning
achievements among students. Riasati et al. (2012) claim that
IT integration (especially e-learning technology) is increas-
ingly employed in classrooms instruction to enhance teaching
and learning.

C Uluyol and $ahin (2016) carried out a study on pri-
mary school teachers’ who were using and integrating IT in
classrooms as well as motivating students to enjoy their sub-
jects. A semi-structured interview was used in their studies to
collect data from the primary school teachers. The results of
their findings show that teachers need encouragement, sup-
port and opportunities to improve the level of motivation
and quality of IT integration in the classrooms. Furthermore,
a study by Sadeghi et al. (2014) reveals that the majority
of female teachers was positive towards computer-mediated
teaching. Ahmed (2016) in his study found that the adoption
of IT integration influences teaching and learning positively.
The female teachers were also supported in adopting IT inte-
gration in their classrooms. On the other hand, Alhashem and
Al-jafar (2015) reveal that teachers have negative perceptions
towards IT integration and literacy in their classrooms. There
are several barriers that discourage teachers to keep using IT.

Eristi et al. (2012) investigated female teachers’ views as
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well as suggestions about the process of implementing IT into
the classrooms and the difficulties they experienced. The study
involved twenty one teachers were used and the data were gath-
ered through the focus-group interviews and observations. The
research reveals that there were problems experienced by the
female teachers regarding the use and effectiveness of IT inte-
gration. Also, in United Arab Emirates (UAE), Almekhlafi and
Almeqdadi (2010) reveal that many teachers were adopting IT
into their teaching processes. This study investigated how a
variety of technologies was used for promoting students’ learn-
ing. However, the approach used by male teachers for IT inte-
gration was different when compared to that of the female
teachers’ approaches.

Kimmons et al. (2015); Heyberi (2013) reveal that teach-
ers preparation to integrate IT in teaching was better when
they understood the relationships between tasks in relation to
specific IT. In this study, the pre-service female teachers were
involved in using critical thinking about IT integration. The
data were analysed by categorizing pre-service teachers views
on IT integration. The findings reveal that there was a signif-
icant effect of the IT selected tasks given by the pre-service
teachers to their students. There were some students carried out
certain tasks more effectively than some of their peers.

Pamuk et al. (2013) in their study look into teachers’
and students’ perspectives on the use of tablet Personal Com-
puters (PCs) and Interactive Board (IB) in their classrooms.
Eleven schools were selected from four different cities. Differ-
ent instruments were used to collect the data from the teach-
ers and students using three methods: questionnaires, semi-
structured interviews and in-class observations. The data was
analysed by using the mixed method techniques and proce-
dures. The findings show that there lack of support by the
school administrators in using IB and teachers tend to use tra-
ditional teaching styles with relying on IT.

Problems Of Implementing Instructional

Technology

In Mulhim and E (2014) study, it was revealed that a num-
ber of factors that hindered teachers’ IT integration: (1) short-
age of time and (2) access to technology. However, in this
study, some teachers avoided using IT integration in class-
rooms due to shortage of equipment and resources Al-Harbi
(2014) . The scarcity of technology resources is another factor
that also affects students’ performance in learning social stud-
ies in Jordanian classrooms. In a study carried out by Hakami
et al. (2013), it was revealed that there were some factors
affecting students’ and teachers’ IT integration into the Saudi
schools’ curricula. The findings show that the ratio of available
computer in schools was one computer serving about 10 stu-
dents (1-10) in every secondary school in Saudi despite using
Computer-Assisted Learning (CAL) in virtually all lessons.
Therefore, there was the need to provide sufficient supportive
facilities for both teachers and the students that can enhance
effective teaching and learning in schools not only in Saudi

but also in Jordan. This view is fully supported by Roblyer and
Do Roblyer and Doering (2012) who emphasized the imple-
mentation of IT integration is most successful when there are
enough teaching aids for supportive processes. Therefore, the
obstacles hindering the implementation of the use of IT inte-
gration in schools should be investigated. This could then help
making the implementation of I'T more successful.

In Turky, Tezci (2011) investigated how the 1,540 Turk-
ish primary school teachers were using Wiki technology in
improving their learners’ essay writings. The learners were
made to join the Wiki page for reading and writing passages,
and they were asked to respond to the passages written by their
fellow classmates. The results of the study reveal that receiving
immediate feedbacks from their teachers was very helpful for
improving their reading and writing processes using IT inte-
gration.

In the above study, this approach helped students to learn
and master some vocabulary, spellings, and sentence structures
through reading the work of those in the same classes Costley
(2014); Lin and Yang (2011). In addition, it was also revealed
that female teachers in elementary schools were using online
interaction and IPad in their classrooms. Moreover, the active
involvement of teachers and students depends on this techno-
logical approach where wiki was used to generate ideas among
students and generate interactions between teachers and their
students Ciampa and Gallagher (2013); Lee (2012); Liu et al.
(2014); Moyer-Packenham et al. (2013).

Integration Of Instructional Technology In

Teaching Social Studies

The association of social studies for teachers around the globe
is the National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS). It was
established in 1994, portraying social studies as integrated
social sciences and humanities to enhance civic competence.
Social studies in learning programme bring about systematic
and coordinated activities for other related subjects. The main
aim of social studies is to allow people to make the right deci-
sions for the betterment of citizens in a culturally diverse and
democratic society. Social studies are taught in elementary
school from grade six to grade ten in Jordan. It is a social stud-
ies subject that is defined differently in different ways across
other disciplines like history, geography and civic education. It
is a multidisciplinary subject taught to a class of students and
in different subject classes in social studies department.

The materials of social studies are classified into geogra-
phy, history and civic education which are integrated into the
curriculum and can be taught as one lesson. The activities
include knowledge and methods of teaching the related sub-
jects in social studies Cener et al. (2015) . Social studies are
the actual life experiences of the whole world by students. It is
expected that the knowledge of the world is brought into the
classroom situation which is influenced by all kinds of experi-
ences. Therefore, issues of the real life situation should be incor-
porated when dealing with students in social studies. It is also
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evident that whatever the learners learn at this stage last longer
in their memory and reflect on it when dealing with real-life
situations Cener et al. (2015) .

According to Gulbahar and Guven (2008) , to improve
the poor cognitive level of students, a conducive situation is
required to enhance the learning environment that utilises
physical learning materials and IT. IT has a lot of potentials
to develop the love for social studies among students. IT inte-
gration provides necessary tools for enhancing research, learn-
ing, teaching, disseminating information and establishing good
relationship among male and female teachers as well as stu-
dents. According to Beck and Eno (2012) , IT integration
also has ramifications in social studies, particularly the abil-
ity to bring show real images for experiences via multimedia
such as movies, films and images for younger learners Voogt
(2008); Dede (2008); Borup et al. (2012). They found that using
video technologies in class discussions helped students feel
more connected to their instructor and peers.

Dzidonu (2010) states that the teaching approaches remain
unchanged by many teachers and IT integration is not well
adopted in the classrooms. There is close relationship between
IT integration and subject of teaching. But, some schools are
lagging behind in embracing IT integration Bolick et al. (2003).
NCSS Standard supports the use of IT in the social studies
classroom. It is deemed that IT can improve teaching and
encourage students to participate in their classrooms Roblyer
and Doering (2012) . According to Lee (2008), a set of guide-
lines to adequately integrate I'T into their daily teaching is nec-
essary. The following are the guidelines for effective IT adap-
tation: 1).Identify and adapt materials for IT into social stud-
ies teaching; 2).Encourage learners to work in any situation; 3).
Strive to provide and enhance creative media literacy skills; 4).
Provide learners the opportunities to apply and use the Web-
site in learning; 5).Encourage the use of the Internet to col-
laborate and interact among students; 6).Extend and promote
active participation in interacting through technology assisted
social networks.

Saye (2002) suggests that IT can be used in social studies
to help learners pass through their experiences about the real
world in which they live, to understand some complex con-
cepts and how to deal with them. In this context, the strate-
gies of teaching social studies in Jordan (history, geography,
and national and civic education) are consistent with the above
guidelines. There are three general framework for social stud-
ies: History, Geography and Civic education.

Regarding the teaching of History, the general framework
and special outcomes of the historical studies have been pro-
vided by JMOE. In view of the rapid global changes faced in the
modern era, the current curriculum of history requires revision
and development to meet the needs of contemporary society by
linking it to reality and the use of IT in the teaching of history.

Regarding the teaching of Geography, the general frame-
work and special outcomes of the geographical study have been
provided by JMOE in which the geography students are able to
read maps, understand and draw maps, analyses tables and use

of IT. They can be guided to analyse, prepare reports on geo-
graphic information and develop design of geographical mod-
els through the use of computer hardware and software.

Regarding the teaching of Civic Education, the general
framework and special outputs in the study of civic and civic
education have been provided by JMOE where the course is
aimed at providing students with modern technological and
techniques that can develop positive values and attitudes such
as good citizenship, independent, legitimacy and freedom, the
right knowledge, respect for others and appreciation of other
cultures.

Unal and Ozturk (2012) discussed some of the problems
that were facing social studies female teachers when applying
IT in classrooms. Eighteen respondents were used in this study
and classroom observation as well as semi-structured inter-
views were employed for data collection. The results of the
study reveal some problems in the use of technological tools for
instruction and there was a shortage of tools for technology-
assisted teaching in the schools. They found that there had
been an inadequate technology to move away from traditional
approach by female teachers, no provision for in-service train-
ing and lack of time.

According to Cener et al. (2015) , the teaching of social
studies via modern technology has positive effect on pupils’
performance. In the study by Gulbahar and Guven (2008) , a
survey was carried out with 326 teachers who taught in a pri-
mary school. Besides no opportunity for in-service training,
the findings revealed that even if teachers were ready to apply
IT in teaching resources, they were still facing the problem of
accessing IT resources. Oztiirk et al. (2012) in his study found
that social studies curricula can allow pupils to be technology
literate and to comprehend the positive effects of IT integra-
tion on different dimensions of social life. Sheffield (2011) in
his study also explored the primary school teachers’ uses of
technology at three rural schools in Florida district America.
The results of the findings indicate that participants see IT as
beneficial to the students’ future successes. Therefore, the par-
ticipated teachers largely agreed that by integrating I'T, they can
motivate their students to participate in activities such as col-
lecting, selecting, curating and presenting information.

CONCLUSION

This paper tries to review the basic literature on the barriers
in using IT integration among female teachers social studies in
primary schools in Jordan. In relation to issues of IT implemen-
tation, teachers need to be educated through training of how
they can use IT tools into teaching of social studies in class-
rooms. It was observed that there was little empirical research
on the issues related to IT integration in teaching social studies.
JMOE is very serious in training of teachers. They want teachers
to explore on various ways of integrating IT into their teach-
ing and learning in Jordan. JMoE never stops in designing and
developing training programmes for teachers in social studies
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classes and others. Particularly in Jordan, less research studies
has been done on social studies with IT integration by female
teachers has been carried out in Jordan. Therefore, this study
if well researched, can certainly be a good reference point for
future researchers in teaching of social studies in Jordan.

REFERENCES

Abu-Rmaileh, S. and Hamdan, K. (2006). Improving student performance using
lanschool broadcast. Middle East Teachers of Science, Mathematics and Comput-
ing, 231-242.

Abu-Samaha, A. M. and Samad, Y. A. (2007). Challenges to the Jordanian Elec-
tronic Government Initiative. Journal of Business Systems, Governance and Ethics
2, 101-109. doi: 10.15209/jbsge.v2i3.113.

Abuseileek, A. and Saaleek, A. A. (2012). Computer assisted language learning :
Merits and demerits. Language in India 12, 23-36.

Ageel, M. and Woollard, J. (2012). Enhancing university teachers’ Information
and Communication Technology usage by using a virtual learning environment
training course. In International Technology, Education and Development Con-
ference. 5599-5606.

Ahmed, I. (2016). Factors influencing adoption technology of in information com-
munication teaching and learning in secondary schools in Westlands, Kenya.
Al-Ghazo, A. M. (2008). Technology Integration In University Teachers’ Education
Programs In Jordan: Comparisons Of Competencies, Attitudes And Perceptions

Toward Integrating Technology In The Classroom.

Al-Hamran, M. and Ajlouni, K. (2009). The impact of ICT on the development of
creative thinking at discovery school students in Jordan. Journal of Educational
and Psychological Sciences 10, 221-244.

Al-Harbi, H. (2014). Towards successful implementation of ICT in education. In
The 2014 WEI International Academic Conference Proceedings. 33-45.

Al-Maagbeh, I. E (2015). The Effectiveness of devising an ICT programe in devel-
oping efficiency classroom management of EFL teachers  in rural basic schools
at Al-Karak directorate - Jordan. Research on Humanities and Social Sciences 5,
120-137.

Al-Madani, F. M. and Allafiajiy, I. A. (2014). Teachers’ Professional Development on
ICT Use: A Saudi Sustainable Development Model. Journal of Modern Education
Review 4, 448-456. doi: 10.15341/jmer(2155-7993)/06.04.2014/006.

Al-Mujaini, E. Y. (2006). The integration of computer technology in an eighth -
grade male social studies classroom in the United Arab Emirates.

Al-Zaidiyeen, N. J., Mei, L. L., and Fook, E. S. (2010). Teachers’ Attitudes and Lev-
els of Technology Use in Classrooms: The Case of Jordan Schools. International
Education Studies 3,211-219. doi: 10.5539/ies.v3n2p211.

Al-Ziyodi, M. (2012). Role of Information and Communications Technology for the
project education development towards knowledge economy (ERFKE) In devel-
oping the life skills of the Jordanian public schools’ students. The Arabic Journal
for Development and Excellence 3, 83-107.

Albugami, S. S. and Ahmed, V. (2015). Towards successful implementation of ICT
in Saudi Schools (United Kingdom: University of Salford Manchester).

Alhashem, F and Al-jafar, A. (2015). Assessing Teacher’s Integration of Technology
and Literacy in Elementary Science Classrooms in Kuwait. Asian Social Science
11, 71-81. doi: 10.5539/ass.v11n18p71.

Almaghlouth, O. A. D. (2008). Saudi secondary school science teachers’ perceptions
of the use of ICT tools to support teaching and learning.

Almekhlafi, A. G. and Almeqdadi, F. A. (2010). Teachers’ perceptions of technol-
ogy integration in the United Arab Emirates(UAE)school classrooms. Journal of
Instructional Technologye Society 13, 165-175.

Anderson, S. E., Groul, J. G., and Maninger, R. M. (2011). Relationships among
Preservice Teachers’ Technology-Related Abilities, Beliefs, and Intentions to Use
Technology in Their Future Classrooms. Journal of Educational Computing
Research 45, 321-338. doi: 10.2190/ec.45.3.d.

Bakri, A. A. (2013). An Overview of Information and Communication Tech-
nology (ICT) in Jordan: Review the Literature of Usage, Benefits and Barri-
ers. International Journal of Internet and Distributed Systems 01, 9-15. doi:
10.4236/ijids.2013.12002.

Bandyopadhyay, A. (2013). Technology integration before student outcomes: Fac-
tors Affecting Teacher Adoption of Technology in India.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Thank you to all parties who have provided support to us

Bataineh, M. A. and Anderson, S. (2015). Jordanian Social Studies Teachers’ Percep-
tions of Competency Needed for Implementing Technology in the Classroom.
Contemporary Educational Technology 6, 38-61. doi: 10.30935/cedtech/6138.

Baytak, A., Tarman, B., and Ayas, C. (2011). Experiencing technology integration in
education : Childrens’ perceptions. International Electronic Journal of Elemen-
tary Education 3, 139-151.

Beck, D. and Eno, J. (2012). Signature Pedagogy: A Literature Review of Social
Studies and Technology Research. Computers in the Schools 29, 70-94. doi:
10.1080/07380569.2012.658347.

Bingimlas, K. A. (2009). Barriers to the Successful Integration of ICT in Teach-
ing and Learning Environments: A Review of the Literature. EURASIA Journal
of Mathematics, Science and Technology Education 5, 235-245. doi: 10.12973/
ejmste/75275.

Bolick, C., Berson, M., Coutts, C., and Heinecke, W. (2003). Technology appli-
cations in social studies teacher education: A survey of social studies methods
faculty. Contemporary Issues in Technology and Teacher Education 3, 300-309.

Borup, J., West, R. E., and Graham, C. R. (2012). Improving online social pres-
ence through asynchronous video. doi: 10.1016/j.iheduc.2011.11.001. https:
//dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.iheduc.2011.11.001.

Buabeng-Andoh, C. (2012). Factors influencing teachers’ adoption and integration
of Information and Communication Technology into teaching: A review of the
literature. International Journal of Education and Development Using Information
and Communication Technology 8, 136-155.

Cauley, E G., Aiken, K. D., and Whitney, L. K. (2009). Technologies Across Our
Curriculum: A Study of Technology Integration in the Classroom. Journal of
Education for Business 85, 114-118. doi: 10.1080/08832320903258600.

C Uluyol and $ahin, S. (2016). Elementary school teachers’ ICT use in the classroom
and their motivators for using ICT. British Journal of Educational Technology 47,
65-75.

Cener, E., Ismail Acun, ., and Demirhan, G. (2015). The Impact of ICT on Pupils’
Achievement and Attitudes in Social Studies. Journal of Social Studies Education
Research 6,190-207. doi: 10.17499/jsser.67856.

Ciampa, K. and Gallagher, T. L. (2013). Getting in Touch: Use of Mobile Devices
in the Elementary Classroom. Computers in the Schools 30, 309-328. doi:
10.1080/07380569.2013.846716.

Costley, K. C. (2014). The positive effects of technology on teaching and student
learning. educational philosophy and theory.

Dede, C. (2008). Theoretical perspectives influencing the use of information tech-
nology in teaching and learning. In International Handbook of Information Tech-
nology in Primary and Secondary Education (Springer), 43-62.

Duran, M., Brunvand, S., Ellsworth, J., and $endag, S. (2012). Impact of research-
based professional development: investigation of inservice teacher learning and
practice in wiki integration. Journal of Research on Technology in Education 44,
313-334.

Dzidonu, C. (2010). An analysis of the role of ICTs to achieving the
MDGs. http://unpanl.un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/Un-Dpadm/
Unpan03907039075.Pdf.

Eristi, S. D., Kurt, A. A., and Dindar, M. (2012). Teachers ’ views about effective
use of technology in classrooms. Turkish Online Journal of Qualitative Inquiry 3,
30-41.

Gasaymeh, A.-M., Al-hasanat, H., Kraishan, O., and Abutayeh, K. (2017). Moti-
vational Factors Affecting the Integration of Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) in Education by Faculty Members: A Developing Country
Perspective. International Journal of Education 9, 168-168. doi: 10.5296/ije.v9i3.
11667.

Gulbahar, Y. and Guven, I. (2008). A survey on ict usage and the perceptions of
social studies teachers in turkey. Instructional Technologyand Society 11, 37-51.

Hakami, Y. A. A, Hussin, A. R. C., and Dahlan, H. (2013). Critical success fac-
tors necessary for curriculum integration of computer based testing into saudi
secondary schools. Journal Of Information Systems Research And Innovation 4,
22-30.

M

February 2020 | Volume 9 | Issue 1


https://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.iheduc.2011.11.001
https://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.iheduc.2011.11.001
http://unpan1.un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/Un-Dpadm/Unpan03907039075.Pdf
http://unpan1.un.org/intradoc/groups/public/documents/Un-Dpadm/Unpan03907039075.Pdf

Mohammad Abed-Latif Mohammad Smadi

Barriers in Instructional Technology

Hani, N. A. B. (2014). Benefits and Barriers of Computer Assisted Language Learn-
ing and Teaching in the Arab World: Jordan as a Model. doi: 10.4304/tpls.4.8.
1609-1615. https://dx.doi.org/10.4304/tpls.4.8.1609-1615.

Heyberi, E. (2013). Integrating Technology in the Curriculum for Enhanced Learn-
ing : A Comparative Study in England and North Cyprus.

Hur, J. W. and Suh, S. (2012). Making Learning Active with Interactive Whiteboards,
Podcasts, and Digital Storytelling in ELL Classrooms. Computers in the Schools
29, 320-338. doi: 10.1080/07380569.2012.734275.

Inan, E. A. and Lowther, D. L. (2010). Factors affecting technology integration in K-
12 classrooms: a path model. Educational Technology Research and Development
58, 137-154. doi: 10.1007/s11423-009-9132-y.

Karadeniz, S. and Vatanartiran, S. (2015). A Needs Analysis for Technology Integra-
tion Plan: Challenges and Needs of Teachers. Contemporary Educational Tech-
nology 6, 206-220. doi: 10.30935/cedtech/6150.

Kaufman, K. (2014). Information Communication Technology: Challenges & some
prospects from pre- service education to the classroom. Mid-Atlantic Education
Review 2, 1-11.

Kemp, A. T., Preston, J., Page, C. S., Harper, R,, Dillard, B., Flynn, J., et al. (2014).
Technology and teaching : A conversation among faculty regarding the pros and
cons of technology. The Qualitative Report 19, 1-23.

Kimmons, R., Miller, B. G., Amador, J., Desjardins, C. D., and Hall, C. (2015).
Technology integration coursework and finding meaning in pre-service teach-
ers’ reflective practice. Educational Technology Research and Development 63,
809-829. doi: 10.1007/s11423-015-9394-5.

Lee, J. K. (2008). Handbook of Technological Pedagogical Content Knowledge
(TPCK) for Educators. In The AACTE. committee on innovation and technol-
ogy (Routledge), 129-144.

Lee, L. (2012). A learning journey for all”: American elementary teachers’ use of
classroom wikis. Journal of Interactive Online Learning 11, 90-102.

Lin, W. C. and Yang, S. C. (2011). Exploring students” perceptions of integrating
wiki technology end peer feedback into english writing courses. English Teach-
ing: Practice and Critique 10, 88-103.

Liu, I. F, Ko, H. W,, and Wu, S. Y. (2014). Learning reading strategies with online
discussion. Educational Computing Research 50, 231-247.

Liu, S. H., Tsai, H. C., and Huang, Y. T. (2015). Collaborative professional devel-
opment of mentor teachers and pre-service teachers in relation to technology
integration. Instructional Technologyand Society 18, 161-172.

Machado, L.]. and Chung, C.-J. (2015). Integrating Technology: The Principals’ Role
and Effect. International Education Studies 8, 43-53. doi: 10.5539/ies.v8n5p43.

Mishra and Koehler, M. J. (2006). Technological Pedagogical Content Knowledge:
A Framework for Teacher Knowledge. Teachers College Record 108, 1017-1054.
doi: 10.1111/j.1467-9620.2006.00684.x.

Mohamadkhani, K., Farokhi, E. N., and Farokhi, H. N. (2013). The Effect of Using
Audio Files on Improving Listening Comprehension. International Journal of
Learning and Development 3, 132-132. doi: 10.5296/ijld.v311.3187.

Moyer-Packenham, P., Baker, J., Westenskow, A., Anderson, K., Shumway, J., Rod-
zon, K., et al. (2013). A Study Comparing Virtual Manipulatives with Other
Instructional Treatments in Third- and Fourth-Grade Classrooms. Journal of
Education 193, 25-39. doi: 10.1177/002205741319300204.

Mulhim, A. and E (2014). The barriers to the Use of ICT in teaching in Saudi Arabia:
A review of literature. Universal Journal of Educational Research 2, 487-493.
Mumcu, E and Usluel, Y. K. (2010). ICT in vocational and technical schools: Teach-
ers’instructional, managerial and personal use matters. Turkish Online Journal

of Educational Technology-TOJET 9, 98-106.

Omwenga, E. and I (2006). Pedagogical issues and e-learning cases : integrating
ICTs into teaching and learning process. School of Computing and Informatics,
1-11.

Oztiirk, C., Yigit, E. O., and Karaduman, H. (2012). Examination of Technology in
Turkish Social Studies Curricula. Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences 64,
85-94. doi: 10.1016/j.sbspro.2012.11.011.

Pamuk, S., Cakir, R., Ergun, M., Yilmaz, H. B., and Ayas, C. (2013). The use of
tablet pc and interactive board from the perspectives of teachers and students:
Evaluation of the FATIH Project. Educational Sciences: Theory ¢ Practice 13,
1815-1822.

Qablan, A. M., Abuloum, A., and Al-Ruz, J. A. (2009). Effective Integration of ICT
in Jordanian Schools: An Analysis of Pedagogical and Contextual Impediments
in the Science Classroom. Journal of Science Education and Technology 18, 291-
300. doi: 10.1007/s10956-009-9151-9.

Riasati, J., Alllahyar, M., Tan, N., K, and A (2012). Technology in language educa-
tion: Benefits and barriers. Journal of Education and Practice 3, 25-31.

Roblyer, M. D. and Doering, A. H. (2012). Intergrating instructional technology
into teaching (Boston, MA: Pearson).

Sadeghi, B., Rahmany, R., and Doosti, E. (2014). Teachers’ reasons and perceptions
for using or not using computer mediated communication tools in their class-
room. Journal of Language Teaching and Research 5, 663-673.

Saye, J. W. (2002). The potential of personal technology for empowering democratic
decision making. In International Social Studies Forum 2, 191-194.

Sheffield, C. C. (2011). Navigating access and maintaining established practice:
Social studies teachers’ technology integration at three Florida middle schools.
Contemporary Issues in Technology and Teacher Education 11, 282-312.

Tezci, E. (2011). Turkish primary school teachers’ perceptions of school culture
regarding ICT integration. Educational Technology Research and Development
59, 429-443. doi: 10.1007/s11423-011-9205-6.

Tsai, S. and Chai, C. S. (2012). The “ Third ” - order barrier for technology-
integration instruction : implications for teacher education. Australasian Journal
of Educational Technology 28, 1057-1060.

Unal, S. and Ozturk, I. H. (2012). Barriers to ITC integration into teachers’ class-
room practices: Lessons from a case study on social studies teachers in turkey.
WorldApplied Sciences Journal 18, 939-944.

Voogt, J. (2008). IT and the curriculum processes: dilemmas and challenges. In
International Handbook of Information Technology in Primary and Secondary
Education, eds. Voogt, ], Knezek, and G. (Springer), 117-128.

Wright, V. H. and Wilson, E. K. (2005). From preservice to inservice teaching: A
study of technology integration. Journal of Computing in Teacher Education 22,
49-55.

Conflict of Interest Statement: The authors declare that the research was conducted
in the absence of any commercial or financial relationships that could be construed
as a potential conflict of interest.

Copyright © 2020 Smadi, Mohammad and Rahman. This is an open-access article dis-
tributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (CC BY). The
use, distribution or reproduction in other forums is permitted, provided the original
author(s) and the copyright owner(s) are credited and that the original publication in
this journal is cited, in accordance with accepted academic practice. No use, distribu-
tion or reproduction is permitted which does not comply with these terms.

42

February 2020 | Volume 9 | Issue 1


https://dx.doi.org/10.4304/tpls.4.8.1609-1615
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Mohammad Abed-Latif Mohammad Smadi Barriers in Instructional Technology

LIST OF FIGURES

1 Regional Map of the Hashemite Kingdomof Jordan . . . . ... ... ... ... .. .. ... .. .. ...... 44

3 February 2020 | Volume 9 | Issue 1



Mohammad Abed-Latif Mohammad Smadi Barriers in Instructional Technology

FIGURE 1 | Regional Map of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
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